
Remembering the First World War: What it Means to Us 
Doing Our Bit – Tiverton at home 1914-18 

Location: Tiverton 
 

Heritage partners: 

Pippa Griffiths, Director and Mid Devon Museum Development Officer, Tiverton Museum of Mid Devon Life  

Rachael Hall, Learning and Engagement Officer, National Trust Knightshayes (Knightshayes was a VAD hospital during the First World War)  
 

“Artwork produced by young people, in response to our local WW1 historical documents and our historic setting, will create a poignant 

and thought provoking contrast to our original source material” Rachael Hall, Knightshayes 

Project Aims  

• to support young people (aged 11-25) to explore Tiverton’s part in the First World War 

• to assist as they uncover stories about the role of Knightshayes as a temporary hospital and the local factory (Heathcoats), where 

shell cases were drilled 

• to provide opportunities for young people and families to explore and interpret the local impact of WW1  

• to enable artist-led creative sessions (animation, print making, drama and visual art) where participants are supported to make a 

current personal response 

• to upload project outcomes onto ‘History Pin’ and the Devon Remembers website 

The Process  

Heathcoat’s and Knightshayes’ stories from 1914-18 provide the source material.  Tiverton’s lace -making factory moved to 

manufacturing 18 pounder shells for the war effort and also made the mesh for early gas masks. Knightshayes, the family seat of Sir 

Ian Heathcoat -Amory (owner of the factory) was transformed into a temporary VAD Hospital in November 1915. Original 

source material (from newspapers, letters and Nurse Welford’s autograph book) and artefacts (gas masks, machines,  bullets and 

photographs) will act as inspiration to over 200 local participants. 

Outputs 

20 x Family drop- in and bookable workshops  

(February and May half term) 

 

4 x day-long workshops in schools and colleges  

2 x Scouts workshops 

2 x original animations, 1 x printed banner, 

sculpture, documentary photographs charting 

the workshops from ‘Doing Our Bit’ 

 

An exhibition, ‘Munitions and Matrons’ at 

Knightshayes and Tiverton museum 

showcasing young people’s work          

(August - December 2015) 

Outcomes 

Young people aged 11-25 and their families learn about the people and history of their locality 

during the First World War 

People learn about WW1 whilst engaged in a creative process  

Young people will develop skills: in research methods and in using source material as a creative 

stimulus 

Heritage professionals and volunteers gain the experience of working alongside artists and young 

people 

Young people and heritage professionals deepen their understanding of the creative processes 

Young people will learn more about the heritage of their local landscape and story 

Participants will be signposted to other cultural opportunities in their area 

Participants will enjoy trying out new things – animation, print and sculpture 

Outputs will be shared on the Devon Remembers website and on Historypin 

Through their artistic responses young people will find a voice to express and to share their 

reflections on WW1 in Devon  

Artists 

Lucy Jackson - fine artist, maker and animator  Vince Miles - writer and theatre practitioner 

Jon Lincoln Gordon, Arttree - fine artist and print  Trish Mohan, Arttree - theatre designer and print  

Jane Churchill - visual artist and theatre designer 

Wounded soldiers at Knightshayes with Matron 

Welsford in the front row 
Munitions workers at Heathcoats  (both courtesy of Tiverton Museum)  



Remembering the First World War: What it Means to Us 
Making a Film – Burrator during the First World War 

Location: Outreach: Burrator, Tavistock , Bere Alston, Horrabridge, Moretonhampstead 

Filming: Burrator Reservoir, Dartmoor, West Devon 
 

Heritage partners: 

Emily Cannon, Burrator Heritage Learning Officer, South West Lakes Trust 

Mark Beeson, writer and Dartmoor historian, MED Theatre, Moretonhampstead 

 

“…a  key part of our ethos is to mentor young people to respond and interpret personally, giving them a greater sense of ownership and 

pride over their resulting work” Abby Stobbart, MED Theatre 

Artists 

Mark Beeson - artistic director, MED Theatre   Grace Swordy - education officer and performer, MED Theatre 

Project Aims  

• to support young people (aged 11-25) to explore Burrator’s part in the First World War 

• to assist as they uncover local stories about the people and the place  

• to provide opportunities for young people to explore and interpret the local impact of WW1 

• to enable artist-led creative sessions (creative writing, writing a film script, storyboarding, directing, acting, operating the camera 

and sound and editing) where participants are supported to make a current personal response.  

• to upload project outcomes onto ‘History Pin’ and the Devon Remembers website 

• to host a launch event to share and celebrate the new work 

View across Burrator Reservoir on Dartmoor from 

Leather Tor 

Conscientious objectors at Princetown Prison, growing food on Dartmoor  

The Process  

The project will span a 10- month period. 60 young people aged between 11 and 25 will be engaged; some from MED Theatre’s 

existing young people’s group, others from youth clubs around Burrator and from Tavistock College.  Training sessions in camera and 

sound will take place and script writing sessions will culminate in a working script ready for the shoot in summer half term. Young 

people will act in the film and take responsibility for all technical aspects. 

Outcomes 

Young people aged 11-25 and their families learn about the people and history of their 

locality during the First World War 

Young people learn about WW1 whilst engaged in a creative process  

Young people will develop skills: in research methods and in using source material as a 

creative stimulus 

Heritage professionals and volunteers gain the experience of working alongside artists and 

young people 

Young people and heritage professionals deepen their understanding of creative processes 

Young people will learn more about the heritage of their local landscape and story 

Participants will be signposted to other cultural opportunities in their area 

Participants will enjoy trying out new things – scripting, acting, using cameras and operating 

sound  

Outputs will be shared on the Devon Remembers website and on Historypin 

Through their artistic responses young people will find a voice to express and to share their 

reflections on WW1 in Devon  

Outputs 

The project will take place in three parts: 

 

pre-production   

12 x outreach sessions – scripting and technical 

training (January - May 2015)  

 

production 

5 x days of rehearsals and shoot                     

(Summer half term 2015) 

 

post production 

5 x days of edit  (October 2015) 

 

A celebratory launch event (October 2015)  



Remembering the First World War: What it Means to Us 
War Time Entertainment – Pierrot Shows in Dawlish during the First World War 

Location: Dawlish 
 

Heritage partners: 

Tony Lidington – artistic director, Promenade Promotions, Dawlish 

 

“This is an exciting initiative and I look forward to working with Daisi, the young people and all the community groups involved”  

Tony Lidington, Promenade Promotions  

Artists 

Tony Lidington - actor, writer director Promenade Promotions  Jon Croose - actor 

Erin Walcon - actor, director 

Pierrot Troupe  

Outcomes 

Young people will develop research skills and will use found source material as a creative 

stimulus 

Heritage and theatre professionals will form new partnerships with young performers 

Young people will learn more about the heritage of their local cultural landscape and 

story 

Through their artistic responses young people will find a voice to express themselves and 

to share their reflections on WW1 in Devon with others in their community 

Young people will learn technical theatre and production skills 

Young people will develop their teamwork and communication skills 

Participants will be signposted to other opportunities during the project, so that their 

enjoyment of being involved in heritage projects can continue 

Participants will enjoy trying new things- acting, singing, writing, prop and costume 

making and performing live to an audience in a creative and supportive environment 

More people and a wider range of people will have engaged with heritage 

Outputs will be shared on the Devon Remembers website and on History Pin 

Outputs 

The project will take place in two parts: 

 

research and recruitment  

Research trips, planning, creative writing and contact 

sessions (late September to early November 2015) 

Part One will culminate with in a mini show for the school to 

be performed in the playground or school assembly 

 

rehearsal and delivery  

A residency based at Dawlish Community School will be 

supported by a professional performance team who will 

work alongside the young troupe (summer term and 

summer holiday 2016) Part Two will culminate with a 

touring show to be scheduled during the summer holidays  

Project Aims  

• to support young people (aged 11-25) to explore the culture of Dawlish during the First World War and in particular Pierrot Shows 

and Concert Party entertainment 

• to assist as they uncover local stories, scripts and music from the period  

• to provide opportunities for young people to physically interrogate and interpret local entertainment genres during WW1  

• to enable artist-led creative sessions (creative writing, acting, singing and directing) where participants are supported to make a 

current personal response through song and performance  

• to provide a platform and the necessary infrastructure and support for a new Pierrot inspired performance piece to happen in 

Dawlish and another location in Devon  

• to upload project outcomes onto ‘History Pin’ and the Devon Remembers website 

The Process 

The project will span a 12 month period; September 2015 - Summer 2016. During this time a number of outreach sessions will be offered 

in order to spread the opportunity to a wide range of young people (with and without performance experience). At least 50 young 

people aged between 11 and 25 will be engaged. From this group a smaller troupe will be identified and they will produce the show to be 

performed in Dawlish and Teignmouth in the summer. Practical workshops drawing on acting, singing, writing, prop and costume making 

will take place. 

Young People from Dawlish Community College during a 

workshop with Tony Liddington 



Location: Barnstaple  
 

Heritage partners: 

Julian Vayne, Education and Outreach, The Museum of Barnstaple and North Devon 

Robin Clutterbuck – National Coordinator, Gallipoli Centenary Education Project 

 

“I look forward to working with Jane Churchill again and meeting the other artists contributing to this excellent project” 

Julian Vayne, Education and Outreach, The Museum of Barnstaple and North Devon 

Pupil from Southmead Primary School, Braunton 

working with Jane Churchill 

The Process  

The names on North Devon War Memorials commemorate the lives of men from North Devon Regiments, many of whom fought 

and did not return from Gallipoli. These soldiers and what remains from their lives, letters, and war records will provide the 

source material for visual arts and dance workshops. Over 200 local young people will participate and some of their creative 

responses will be exhibited in Barnstaple’s Gallipoli Exhibition at Barnstaple Museum in October 2015.  

Outcomes 

Young people aged 11-25 and their families learn about the men from the Devon Regiment 

who fell at Gallipoli during the First World War 

People learn about WW1 whilst engaged in a creative process  

Young people will develop skills: in research methods and in using source material as a 

creative stimulus 

Heritage professionals and volunteers gain the experience of working alongside artists and 

young people 

Young people and heritage professionals deepen their understanding of the creative 

processes 

Young people will learn more about the heritage of their local landscape and story 

Participants will be signposted to other cultural opportunities in their area 

Participants will enjoy trying out new things – drawing, painting, dance, print and sculpture 

Outputs will be shared on the Devon Remembers website and on Historypin 

Through their artistic responses young people will find a voice to express and to share their 

reflections on the impact of WW1 in Devon  

James Ley from Berrynarbor, the grandfather of North Devon 

District Council member Eric Ley. Royal North Devon Yeomanry  

Artists 

Jo Bushell - visual artist   Jon Lincoln Gordon, Arttree  - fine artist and print  

Jane Mason - dancer      Trish Mohan, Arttree  - theatre designer and print  

Jane Churchill - visual artist 

Remembering the First World War: What it Means to Us 
Gallipoli and the North Devon Regiments - Devon during the First World War  

Project Aims  

• to support young people (aged 11-25) to explore Barnstaple’s part  in the First World War 

• to assist as they uncover fragments of stories about the young men who fought in the North Devon Regiments 

• to provide opportunities for young people and families to explore and interpret the local impact of WW1  

• to enable artist-led creative sessions (in dance and movement and visual arts) where participants are supported to make a current personal 

response 

• to upload project outcomes onto ‘History Pin’ and to link to Devon Remembers website 

Outputs 

Family drop- in and bookable workshops based 

at Barnstaple Museum  

(Summer and Autumn 2015) 

 

Workshops in schools and colleges  

Workshops in community settings 

Commemorative printed banner, paintings, 

drawings, sculpture and documentary 

photographs charting the workshops from the 

project 

 

Young people’s creative work showcased at 

Gallipoli exhibition at Barnstaple Museum  

(Autumn 2015) 


